
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

In this session, I introduce what I see as some important theoretical elements in study-

ing, analyzing and changing men and masculinities. I go on to discuss some of the di-

verse, and even polarizing, tendencies that affect and construct men and masculinities,  

and are enacted by men and masculinities. At this historical time, there seem to be 

profound, contradictory tendencies and forces upon men and masculinities: on one 

hand, the entrenchment and intensification of patriarchal, anti-feminist politics and 

practices, as, for example, in far right politics and misogynist organizing online; on the 

other hand, there are more signs than ever for transformative possibilities, as, for ex-

ample, in dissatisfaction with narrow work orientations, greater concerns for care, and 

acknowledgements of vulnerabilities. The contradictions of patriarchal relations are be-

coming clearer and even more urgent – in science, art, personal everyday life, politics, 

and globally. 

 
 
Jeff Hearn has been involved personally, politically, theoretically, policy- and research-

wise in questions of men, masculinities, feminism and gender power relations since the 

late 1970s. He is currently Professor Emeritus, and Research Director at The GODESS 

(Gender, Organisation, Diversity, Equality and Social Sustainability) Institute at the 

Hanken School of Economics in Finland, Professor of Sociology at the University of Hud-

dersfield in the UK, and Senior Professor in Gender Studies at the Örebro University in 

Sweden. Previously he was professor at Manchester and Linköping Universities, Oslo 

University and at the University of South Africa. He has been involved in many national, 

Nordic, European and international projects, with a special interest in South Africa, on 

gender, sexuality, violence, age, work, care, organizations, policy and transnational pro-

cesses. He is co-managing editor of Routledge Advances in Feminist Studies and Inter-

sectionality book series, co-editor, of NORMA: The International Journal for Masculinity 

Studies; and was co-chair of RINGS: International Research Association of Institutions  
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of Advanced Gender Studies, 2014-2020. His recent books include Men of the world: 

Genders, globalizations, transnational times, Sage, 2015; Revenge pornography: Gen-

der, sexuality and motivations, with Matthew Hall, Routledge, 2017; Engaging youth in 

activism, research and pedagogical praxis: transnational and intersectional perspec-

tives on gender, sex, and race, co-edited with Tamara Shefer, Kopano Ratele and 

Floretta Boonzaier, Routledge, 2018; Unsustainable institutions of men: Transnational 

dispersed centres, gender power, contradictions, co-edited with Ernesto Vasquez del 

Aguila and Marina Hughson, Routledge, 2019; Does knowledge have a gender? co-edi-

tor, Örebro University Press, 2020. He is currently completing two books: one, with 

Tamara Shefer, on knowledge, power and young sexualities; the other, with Matthew 

Hall and Ruth Lewis, on digital gender and sexual violations, both for Routledge.  

 
Registration via roan.schmid@unibas.ch until 17 November.  
 
This keynote is part of the Artistic-scientific symposium “Transforming Masculinities”. 
A cooperation between the doctoral program of the Center for Gender Studies at the 
University of Basel, the interuniversity PhD program Gender Studies CH, the Kaserne 
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